Main Street Montessori Association Teacher Education Program


Student Handbook

The goal of the MSMA Teacher Education Program is to provide quality instruction to those individuals wishing to teach children 2 ½ through 6 years in the Montessori method. MSMA TEP will offer supportive education services that will enable students to acquire knowledge and understanding of Montessori philosophy, materials, environmental design, and classroom management: both in theory, and practice. 

Overview

This Student Information Handbook is designed to familiarize students with various aspects and requirements of the course. Please refer to this Handbook, in order to clarify course requirements and to achieve maximum progress throughout the year. The course has been planned to develop sequentially from one stage of understanding to the next.

The Sequence of the MSMA Teacher Education Course is:

Orientation: Prior to enrollment students begin with an initial orientation. Arrangements for this orientation should be made with the Course Director. Upon acceptance, the student may begin with reading assignments, prior to the first class of the academic workshop.


Academic Workshop


300 + hours


Lectures and discussion on:



Montessori Principles and Philosophy



Child Development



Classroom Management/ design


  Presentation on Montessori Materials in:



Practical life



Sensorial



Language


       Math 

           
Cultural Subjects


 Discussion Of requirements on:



Observations



Preparing Albums



Year’s Research Project

Practicum in a Montessori School          540 hours


The practicum period provides the student the opportunity to fully experience what is involved in being a Montessori teacher in the classroom form a practical viewpoint.

Also during the practicum, the student

· Prepares the year’s Research Project

· Prepares the Albums

· Writes monthly Progress Reports

· Is evaluated by the Supervising Teacher

· Is observed and evaluated by Field Supervisor

Early Childhood (2 1/2 through 6)

Certification Requirements 

The candidate for certification:

Associate Certificate: The Associate Certificate will be awarded to students who have completed all certification requirements, but do not have a bachelor’s degree.

Full Certificate: The Full Certificate will be awarded to students who have completed all certification requirements AND hold a four-year degree from an accredited college or university.

Candidates must have a high school diploma  or equivalent and the ability to organize and record thoughts in written essay form. 

In addition, the candidate for certification must demonstrate the following qualities:

1. Montessori Philosophies and Human Development

a.
Demonstrates an understanding of and implements Montessori philosophy with a focus on the early childhood years.

b.
Comprehends and utilizes an understanding of the stages of human growth, development, and educational theories with an emphasis from two and half (2 ½) through six (6) years of age.

c.
Demonstrates evidence of personal growth through self-evaluation and introspection.

d.
Demonstrates knowledge of developmental and behavioral norms and potential recommendations toward early intervention services.

2.  Classroom Leadership

a.
Demonstrates observation, documentation, and analytical skills necessary for planning and recording the progress of children.

b.
Utilizes cultural sensitivity in support of the development of individual children.

c. Demonstrates an ability to implement effective classroom strategies.

d. Demonstrates leadership skills and an understanding of professional standards.

e. Incorporates an understanding of administrative functions.

3.  Curriculum Implementation

a.
Demonstrates the principles of Montessori environmental and material design.

b.
Articulates the rationale and sequence of the Montessori curriculum.

c.
Demonstrates proficiency in applying Montessori principles in the context of the curriculum, didactic materials, and lesson presentations.

d.
Designs and maintains a developmentally appropriate Montessori environment in response to the needs of students.

e.
Utilizes a variety of instructional strategies and assessment methods.

f.
Demonstrates an awareness and understanding of governmental regulations.

4. Community Involvements and Partnership with Families

a.
Demonstrates cultural sensitivity in communications and work with families and children.

b.
Demonstrates an awareness of community resources for additional support of children and families.

c.
Identifies and has an awareness of available professional associations

Montessori Early Childhood Teaching Credential

Objectives and Student Outcomes

Mission Statement

A Course dedicated to educating Montessori teachers must have as its guiding values the fundamental principles upon which Maria Montessori based her philosophy. The same principles that pertain to children's education need to be applied whenever possible to adults. If this same philosophy is adhered to, students taking the course will develop a love for knowledge of Montessori that will continue long past the completion of their certification.

The following principles are applied to this course:

1.
In following Montessori's concern for freedom of choice of the student, we are guided by a deep respect for each student's individual process of development. Open-ended discussion questions and individually selected research projects are examples of methods used to implement the student's freedom of choice.

2.
Because Montessori emphasized the active participation of the learner, this course focuses on the activity of the student. Numerous written assignments, illustrated teaching manuals and a practical final evaluation are methods by which we provide opportunities for active student participation.

3.
Montessori felt that the process of development was much more important than the end product. Therefore, we attempt to provide an atmosphere of positive co-operation among all the individuals involved in the program. Methods used to implement this belief include closely supervised self-evaluation, constructive criticism, and emphasis on objective evaluation.

Objectives of the Teacher Education Course

1.
The student will be able to demonstrate knowledge of Montessori philosophy, theory, and methodology.

2.
The student will be able to demonstrate theoretical knowledge and application of pertinent research findings in the fields of child development and early childhood education, with a focus on children ages 21/2 through 6 years.

3.
The student will be able to demonstrate practical ability in implementing the Montessori philosophy and methods, and effective classroom strategies.

4. The student will have the insights and analytical skills needed to work with the individual needs of children: charting their progress and planning for the continuity of learning experiences.

5.
The student will become part of a "team" in a school and will learn how to work well with co-worker, parents and with the administration of the school, developing an understanding of administrative functions and state regulations.

6.
The student will be able to implement and communicate child development and early education concepts to other staff, parents and the community.

7.  The student will demonstrate an awareness of multicultural differences, and sensitivity towards families and co-workers.

8.  The student will acquire an understanding of children with special needs, and provide an appropriate educational environment, as well as any community supports available to meet the children's needs.

9.  The student will develop a practice of on-going self-evaluation and introspection for the purposes of continuous personal growth.
