MSMA Teacher Education Program’s

5th Annual

Early Childhood Education Conference
Saturday, May 12, 2012

5005 Main Street, Springfield, Oregon
(Children’s Choice Montessori)

Schedule of Presentations

8:00 - 8:30 am
Registration – Continental Breakfast

8:45 – 10:15 am

Session A

1) Peace, Love & Learning – Set 2 (pending) Sara Gibson & Katelin Gross
This is a workshop to provide a year’s worth of curriculum ideas that will help to promote harmony, compassion and peace in the classroom.

2) Defusing the Bully – Set 2 (pending) Carla McQuillan
The only way to minimize a bully’s effectiveness is to teach children how to respond. Discover some conflict resolution strategies that will empower your children and create a more peaceful environment

9:15 – 12:15 pm

Session A – B (Double Workshop)
Building and Sustaining Community Through Strategic Planning – Set 3 Lucas McQuillan

This workshop provides in-depth study and evaluation of how team building can improve the work environment, enhance professional development and leadership opportunities, and strengthen partnerships with families and community.

10:30 – 12:00 pm
Session B

1) Occupational and Physical Therapy with the Preschool Population- Who We Are and What We Do  – Set 1 Cheryl Kurchin Chapman & Elaine Toper
The presentation includes information about working with children with a variety of needs, including: orthopedic impairment, low muscle tone, sensory processing, feeding needs and classroom adaptations. 

2) Rainy Day Activities – Set 1 Jennifer McConnell 

No conference in Oregon would be complete without a workshop on Rainy Day Activities. Participants will engage in a number of gross motor activities, games, music, and movement for days that leave you locked in the classroom.

12:00 – 1:00 pm

Lunch – Round Table Discussions

Please suggest topics for lunch discussion on registration 

1:15 – 2:45 pm

Session C

1) The Trouble with Technology – Set 2 (pending) Jennifer McConnell 

Understand the importance of educating yourself and parents to the risks and pitfalls associated with TV, computers, and even "smart" phones.  

2) Communicating Openly with the Adults in Your Community – Set 2 (pending) Lucas McQuillan
Create a positive communication climate in your school environment. Learn how to use language to set the tone when interacting with parents and colleagues.

1:15 – 4:30 pm

Session C – D (Double Workshop)
The Moral Ethical and Legal Responsibilities of the Teacher – Set 3 Carla McQuillan
Sometimes the line between legal responsibilities and our obligation to children and families can be a fine, gray line. Participants will carefully examine how to best serve our children while meeting our legal responsibilities.

3:00 – 4:30 pm

Session D
1) Simply Inspiring Character that Lasts  – Part 2 – Set 1 Heather McMillan
Preemptive instead of reactive instructions are just one of the ways you can affect lasting change in the behavior of your students. We talk about the intentional process of teaching children to LOVE and then LIVE virtue in this interactive workshop.

2) Hands on Art for the Young Child – Set 1 Danna Griffith
Learn the importance of a creative art curriculum and the theories behind it with “make and take” projects for your program.
About the Presenters: 

Carla McQuillan - Carla is the Executive Director of Main Street Montessori Association, overseeing the operation of three preschools and a Teacher Certification Program.  Carla is a Master Trainer through PSU, and has presented workshops and seminars throughout the country for nearly 20 years.

Jennifer McConnell - In addition to her position as site director of Children's Choice Montessori in Eugene on River Road, Jennifer is an instructor for the MSMA Teacher Education Program.  She has presented workshops at National and local conferences since 2000.  In 2009, Jennifer was given the Terri Lynne Lokoff Early Childhood Teacher of the year award.

Danna Griffith – Danna has over 30 years of experience in the field of childcare and early education, with the last ten years at the YMCA. She is passionate about art and sharing with others.

Lucas McQuillan - Lucas has been an instructor at Lane Community College for 20 years.  He is a Certified Professional in Learning and Performance through the American Society for Training and Development.  Lucas has conducted numerous leadership and communication seminars throughout the country.

Sara Gibson – Sara has worked I the field of Early Childhood Education for over 13 years. In her capacity as Site Director for Children's Choice on 5th Street in Springfield, Sara has developed a unique and highly effective curriculum for establishing a cooperative classroom environment.

Heather McMillan – A long time promoter of the value of character education, Heather developed a simple and clear method for helping teachers inspire virtue in their students.  Her system has benefited private schools, professional counselors, and families.

Cheryl Kurchin Chapman & Elaine Toper – Cheryl and Elaine work as early intervention/early childhood special education occupational therapists with Early Childhood CARES in a variety of community and specialized preschool as well as home based settings, serving children with developmental delay, from birth to school age. 

MSMA Teacher Education Program is a Sponsoring Organization for the Oregon Center for Career Development. Participants will receive certificates with hours in the Core Knowledge categories attended. A total of 7 hours will be awarded for full day attendance. 

Questions? Please call (541) 726-6924 or email – tep@mainstreetmontessori.org
